
Ohio’s job market and environment for employ-
ment opportunity has changed drastically since the reces-
sion of 2001. The combination of recession and failed free 
trade policies on the Buckeye State has been a solid “one-
two punch”  for the working families of Ohio. 
 

The Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Ser-
vices has reported an overall steady decline of employ-
ment in Ohio from January 2001 to February of this year. 
In addition, ODJFS reported that Ohio gained only 18,200 
jobs over the last year. At this languishing pace it would 
take more than eight years for Ohio to get back the jobs 
lost during the last recession. Most of the jobs gained are 
lower paying service sector jobs. Although state politi-
cians can use the job gains as fodder on the campaign 
trail, it doesn’ t amount to good news for Ohio families. 
 

Ohio’s manufacturing sector, once the most domi-
nant and profitable sector in Ohio, has lost 18.9% since 
January, 2001, according to ODJFS and Policy Matters 
Ohio. Although the service sector saw significant gains in 
lower paying jobs with little or no health benefits, Ohio 
has an overall job loss of 3% for the same time period. 
 

The AFL-CIO reports that Ohio’s unemployment 
rate in 2001 was 4.1%. That rate soared to 6.3% in 2004 
and has moved down to a current unemployment rate of 
5.3% in February of this year because of the increase in 
the lower wage service sector. The missing part of the 
puzzle is the “real”  unemployment rate that encompasses 
those frustrated workers who have dropped out of the job 
market completely due to the lack of opportunity that has 
been lost to foreign businesses. 
 

We see evidence of more job cuts in Ohio as Ford 
and General Motors continue to feel pressure to lay off 
thousands of workers just to stay afloat. In addition, it has 
been reported that foreclosures have skyrocketed in Ohio.     

 

Evidence of that can be found at the following web ad-
dress:  http://www.policymattersohio.org/
foreclosures_1994-2004/ohiomap.htm  
 

As the campaign season heats up we should re-
mind our politicians about these problems and help them 
to understand that these problems are but symptoms of a 
larger problem. They need to be brought to light by engag-
ing them with the wisdom of our Constitution and inform-
ing them of the strong platform of the AFP. 
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In the course of college I run across new people 

and ask about their major. I met a junior who was embark-
ing on a course for a doctorate of political science, and he 
hoped to “work inside the political machine and poten-
tially become a candidate” . Has the political process really 
become so far detached from “We the People”  that you 
need a doctorate to understand the motion of government? 
This is a prime example of how entrenched the main-
stream parties have become in feeding off the average 
hardworking American.  

 
There is good news however; it is ultimately the 

people who have the upper hand come November. So long 
as we defend the integrity of the ballot box we will always 
have that upper hand in the playing field. Campaign fi-
nance laws to stifle dissent have failed to end the third 
party movement. We are free to campaign, speak, whistle 
blow the failures of big government and pull the rug from 
the political machine. The greatest fear in the heart of the 
political machine is that the people will have a third party 
option that will puncture their hierarchy and eliminate the 
value of big money. 
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By Wayne Herrod, Secretary 

What is really going on with employment in Amer-
ica? With outsourcing as the result of NAFTA, CAFTA and 
the soon to be FTAA and the importation of criminal aliens 
to “ take the jobs Americans won’ t do,”  one would expect 
prices for consumers to go down as the cost savings of pro-
ducing goods and services are reduced. That is obviously not 
true. If it were, we would have negative inflation instead of 
positive inflation: that, you (the consumer) recognize is not 
happening. In fact, with the exception of computers, cell 
phones and digital cameras that have to do with economies 
of scale, prices are all going up. 
Since the cost of producing goods and services are reduced 
and the retail prices are the same or higher one suspects that 
profits are rising. This could maybe explain the documented 
and growing gap between the rich and the poor and the de-
cline of the American middle class - America’s former back-
bone. 
 

Consider this thought: We as working men and 
women are paying relatively high taxes- nearly 50% of the 
total earned income in cumulative taxes (local, state, federal 
ad infinitum) and the bulk of this goes to various forms of 
social “welfare”  payments. 
 

The simplistic view would be to say, “Let them eat 
cake”  or “Let them just starve”  depending upon which cen-
tury you come from. Certainly every able-bodied man should 
have a job and earn his keep but consider this: Those of us 
who do make enough money to make ends meet have proba-
bly found it harder to live within our means. Utility prices 
have risen, gasoline prices have almost tripled. Food! Toma-
toes are $3 a pound! All this adds up to a real decline in earn-
ing power since 1971. Just think, if we have problems keep-
ing up with our wages, what would it be like to try and raise 
a family on $6.00 an hour? Look at the want ads in the local 
papers. $7 per hour is about the average wage in Columbiana 
county.  
 

The truth of the matter is that people with families 
working 40 or 50 hrs/wk qualify for and use food stamps. 
They may also qualify for and may live in subsidized hous-
ing. They qualify for and use assistance on utilities. They are 
working though - working at the only jobs available to them 
with their qualifications. 
 

Has it occurred to anyone that we are not so much 
subsidizing poor people as we are subsidizing the wages that 
industries and retailers are paying? You might as well call a 

spade a spade and call this “corporate welfare”  where the 
taxpayer supports the industries and businesses by paying a 
part of the wages they pay their employers. (The difference 
in the total cost of living and the actual wages received.) 
 

This is much the same situation as going into a diner 
or sit-down restaurant. You buy a meal served by a waitress 
and pay the difference in the wages she does not receive 
from her employer. You are essentially paying separate bills 
for product and services from the server. Tips used to be a 
reward for services above and beyond the normal…
something that exceeded ones expectations. Now it is ex-
pected as part and parcel to her wages no matter how bad the 
service. 
 

This has resulted in two things: service has declined 
in quality and the number of restaurants with servers has de-
clined in number. Fast food/self service buffet style is King. 
(Fewer employees) We are subsidizing the labor.  
 

The argument for justifying the hiring of criminal 
alien workers (and that is exactly what they are by virtue of 
their being here- they have violated federal laws) is that they 
lower costs and thus help America.  
It shouldn’ t require the assistance of a neuro-surgeon or a 
rocket scientist to see through this fantasy. First, the reason 
for hiring them at low wages is to make more profit, which is 
a natural desire for business owners. However, there are 
downsides. Without the accompanying moral compass to 
balance the desire for higher profits, bad things happen.  
 

If one used slaves and paid them no wages whatso-
ever an even greater profit could be made but I am willing to 
bet very few businessmen would opt for this solution. 
Killing competitors is also a socially unacceptable method of 
gaining territory and ensuring more profits.  
 

Stealing the raw materials or tools to make a product 
would also increase a profit margin by lowering costs. 
 

Hopefully, one will see that there are certain im-
moral behaviors that a civilized society recognizes as being 
out-of-bounds.  
Hiring people who are illegal implies a willingness to do im-
moral things in order to increase profits. One, the employee 
is a criminal (one committing a crime) by violating federal  
 

Continued on Page 5 
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A bipartisan panel of U.S. Senators convened 
on March 27, 2006 to discuss sweeping changes in U.S. 
immigration policy to send a clear message to American 
voters and taxpayers. Their message was simple: “We 
don’ t care about your opinion of illegal immigration.”   
 

In recent weeks, the public entered the debate 
of protecting our southern border and how this protec-
tion fits into our strategy of protecting American citi-
zens from terrorism in the post-9/11 world. Also in-
cluded in this debate, is how to handle the millions of 
illegal immigrants living within our borders. 
 

Currently there are over 11 million illegal im-
migrants in our nation, putting a significant strain on U. 
S. social services. The Center for Immigration Studies 
has extensive documentation to show the costs on the U.
S. taxpayer. For details visit www.cis.org. 
 

Recently, the media showed hundreds of thou-
sands of immigrants, both legal and illegal, protesting to 
demand amnesty while waving the national flags of their 
home countries. Following those rallies, the select Sen-
ate panel mentioned above met to give the green light 
for all illegal immigrants that walked through America’s 
now front door to become citizens…all while they wave 
the flags of foreign nations. 
 

What does this mean for the American citizen? 
Recent polls from Zogby and CNN’s Lou Dobbs sug-
gest that over 80 percent of Americans see illegal immi-
gration as a serious national problem. Cities in the 
American Southwest have felt the brunt of illegal immi-
gration for years, resulting in higher crime-rates, higher 
insurance costs, higher taxes, and severe strains on so-
cial services. 
 

Many other U.S. cities are seeing thousands of 
illegal aliens living among them. Cities like Denver, 
Chicago, Cleveland, Atlanta, Boston and New York see 
the influx of illegal aliens resulting in serious strains on 
their public schools systems, health-care services, and 
public safety organizations. 
 

The social disconnect is caused because His-
panic cultures do not want to assimilate into American 
life. These illegal aliens want all of the benefits of being 
American, without actually being American. 
A new, increasing, and dangerous rhetoric is from His-

panic leaders such as Antonio Villaraigosa (Mayor of Los 
Angeles) and major labor union leader Juan Jose Gutierrez 
(Service Employees International Union) who advocate 
“ reclaiming”  their “ former land” , escalating the issue, 
while our politicians babble to keep true, tax-paying 
Americans sitting quietly in front of their televisions. Both 
of these men have major followings in California, New 
Mexico and Arizona and have won the respect of many 
Hispanics in Hollywood, California politicians and our 
very own President, George W. Bush. 
 

Gutierrez has gone so far as to strongly advocate 
the shutting down of L.A. until our government provides 
amnesty in some form to all illegals in the U.S. Villarai-
gosa supports his attempts. As mayor of L.A. and having a 
direct line to the governor’s mansion, they pose a real eco-
nomic threat to the efforts of Americans to stop this from 
happening. 
 

This rhetoric, along with their protests occurring 
across America, can only lead to disastrous results for 
America as we know it. Our public officials have begun to 
cave-in to a perceived new constituency of voters who are 
not American citizens. 
Our elected officials are allowing this, against the will of 
the voters and taxpayers. It strikes me that our elected offi-
cials’  willingness to stand-up for any sort of fight on be-
half of the American people, simply does not exist. We are 
witnessing striking political weaknesses, crossing party 
lines. At the heart of their weakness, I suspect we will find 
more corruption and coddling of special-interest groups 
and corporations who hire illegal aliens for lower wages 
than the American standard. 
 

Americans are: unhappy that the elected have run-
up the National Debt; unhappy that the elected engage in 
trade policies that surrender our unique advantages to for-
eign nations, along with our jobs, and unhappy that multi-
culturalism and political correctness is being indoctrinated 
into every American from grade-school through to the 
workplace.  
 

Our politicians leave us with the messages of their 
actions. The Democratic and Republican Parties don’ t care 
about true Americans. They have found a new electorate 
to themselves employed. Have you had enough yet? It’s 
time that citizens take back their rightful power and put 
America first. 
 

Continued on Page 4 
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U.S. Senate Caves to Illegal Immigrants 
Continued from page 3 
 
“ In the first place we should insist that if the 
immigrant who comes here in good faith be-
comes and American and assimilates himself to 
us, he shall be treated on an exact equality with 
everyone else, for it is an outrage to discrimi-
nate against any such man because of creed, or 
birthplace, or origin. But this is predicated 
upon the man'’  becoming in very fact an Ameri-
can, and nothing but an American...  
 
There can be no divided allegiance here. Any 
man who says he is an American, but something 
else also, isn’ t an American at all. We have 
room for but one flag, the American flag, and 
this excludes the red flag, which symbolizes all 
wars against liberty and civilization, just as 
much as it excludes any foreign flag of a nation 
to which we are hostile…We have room for but 
one language here, and that is the English lan-
guage…and we have room for but one sole loy-
alty and that is a loyalty to the American peo-
ple.”   
--Theodore Roosevelt, 1919  
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Ken Blackwell and Jim Petro have been 

engaging in a vicious campaign to secure their 
party©s nomination. Although both candidates 
claim to be conservative and push slightly differ-
ent agendas, both have contributed greatly to the 
same problems facing Ohio while trying to dis-
tance themselves from the fruits of their own la-
bor. 
 

As their campaigns heat up and plan for 
the race for Governor, both candidates have ex-
pressed similarities on the issues of education and 
job development in Ohio. Both Petro and Black-
well have called for a revision of the State tax 
code and a reorganization Ohio©s executive 
branch. What they both forget is that Ohioans 
have heard this same song and dance every time 
there is an election. 

 
Also being discussed is changing around 

some of the economic development departments in 
hopes that this will lead to better success. Both pro-
pose cookie cutter programs for public education 
without addressing the fundamental problems with 
the whole system. Both have addressed the amount 
of government spending and supposed ways to curb 
that spending. 
This campaign is just another round of smoke and 
mirrors in Ohio politics to push forward the GOP 
nomination. And considering the past trends in Ohio 
politics, the GOP has the advantage of holding on to 
the Governor©s office for another term. Let©s just 
hope this one is less scandalous. 
 

Both candidates claim to be true conserva-
tives, but their rhetoric doesn©t reflect their policies. 
There is nothing fundamentally different about their 
proposals that already exist in the Republican Party. 
The Democrats face the same issue. 
 

The America First Party of Ohio remains 
the only political movement in Ohio that has shown 
the courage to contact those elected officials and 
point out the problems that they have ignored in the 
public forum. Furthermore, no Ohio politician has 
responded to any AFP Ohio member who has of-
fered to discuss solutions to local problems. 
 

The reason for their lack of dialogue with 
the AFP seems obvious. They will only work within 
their parties, and abide by the leadership of their 
party bosses. They have no intention of changing the 
system. Why should they? They prosper under the 
status quo, even at the expense and peril of their con-
stituents. 

 
In the coming two months we will be mak-

ing our endorsements for the upcoming elections. 
Per our platform, we will support those candidates 
with courage and vision and respect for our Consti-
tution and republican form of government. To ex-
press your views and opinions about endorsements, 
please email jc@americafirstparty.org or write to 
AFP, P.O. Box 9847, Cincinnati, OH 45209. 

 
             For more information on AFP Ohio, please 
visit our webpage at www.afpohio.com.  
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We watch predictably as the Republican President and 
majority congress embrace the prospects of diversity as both 
parties converge to bring in “undocumented workers”  to do the 
“ jobs Americans won’ t do” . Both statements make you cringe. 
Unfortunately these are not just lettuce pickers, nor do they have 
desire to assimilate into our culture. Day labor jobs such as con-
struction and farming have traditionally belonged to middle 
class America. Jobs that were frequently held by college stu-
dents such as landscaping and hotel work have shut out those 
individuals in favor of third world wages.  

 
In a few short weeks we will feel the effects of another 

“ temporary”  program; instituting a direct tax on income earned 
by Americans. The income tax was proposed as a temporary 
way of generating government revenues. Prior to its passing the 
Supreme Court stated in 1895 that such a direct tax would be an 
unconstitutional "burden" of personal property. Is everyone else 
feeling the burden yet? It appears the monster is never satisfied, 
even as deficit spending over the generaions have led to a new 
figure of $9 trillion in national debt, close to $30,000 for every 
man, woman, and child in the Union.  
 
So ask yourself this; when the President and congress continue 
to push a “ temporary guest worker program”, how will we get 
them to leave? Or is this really the fatal slight of hand that will 
introduce 20 million new citizens who refuse to pay taxes and 
demand the benefits of our bleeding heart politicians? 
“Temporary”  is a dangerous myth, and any “comprehensive”  
immigration bill needs to be watched as if our way of life de-
pends on it.  

The Lie of Needing Illegal Alien Labor 
Continued from Page 2 
 
law in simply being here. Two, he has very probably tres-
passed against a number of other property owners, he has 
fraudulently obtained documents from both federal and state 
in which to operate inside our country. These form a mish-
mash of state, local and federal misdemeanors and felonies.  
 

The employer breaks the law - nod, nod, wink, wink 
by accepting these phony documents. To cover the risks in-
volved, he does not feel guilty paying the “guest criminal”  
lower wages or allowing him to work in unsanitary or dan-
gerous work situations. Hey, he’s doing a felon a favor, 
right? 
 
So far , we have exploitation of the worker  border ing on, 
but not quite, slavery. 
 

We have stolen I.D.’s that may impact the future of 
the American citizen’s social security benefits: after all, iden-
tity theft is a growing crime. Up to 10 million Americans al-
ready have had their social security card compromised. Many 
of these go to illegal aliens who use the SSN and pass it on to 
a friend or family member or sell it again. If that number hap-
pens to be yours, and you retire and try to collect your bene-
fits, you may be shocked when that is not possible as 10 or 
more people have paid into it in five different cities at over-
lapping times. It will appear that you have several aliases and 
which one is you: John Smith, Jose Padua, Alberto 
Quinnones or…….. 
People are stealing things that are not theirs.  
 

You don’ t need to use a gun to kill a competitors 
business. If I have a business where I hire 5 men at $10/hr. 
and provide a decent product, do you suppose I will last long 
competing against a guy who hires 6 illegal aliens who live 
in a trailer behind the shop and work for $3.15/hr (state mini-
mum) or even $5.15/hr. (federal minimum) or maybe they’ re 
even paid cash under the table and no taxes or even paper-
work is done? 
 

So, if I hold to my moral convictions I am priced out 
of business, my 5 employees are laid off, wages are de-
pressed and soon they will be working at $5.15 themselves 
and being subsidized by aid packages. 
This brings me back to American workers who make $6.00/
hr. and get subsidized by social services to bring their wages 
back up to $10.00/hr. Had the company paid $10.00/hr. to 
employees doing the same job, tax payers like you and me 
would not be subsidizing businesses unwilling to do their job. 
 

There are no jobs that Americans will not do in a 

free market economy where morality dictates that laws are 
obeyed, people are not exploited and wages are sufficient to 
live on. One way or another, you and I are all paying the 
price for goods and services we receive whether they are sub-
sidized by corporate welfare or reflected in free market 
prices. 
 

We might very well buy less as the prices would 
likely increase to accommodate all factors in a free flow of 
labor, goods and needs. Maybe buying less would also be a 
good thing. Remember, we did it fairly and honestly before. 
Nothing ever done in the past is impossible to duplicate. 
Wages were lower, prices were cheaper, quality was better 
(in most cases and where it isn’ t, this is where we incorporate 
positive change).  
Perhaps the most important thing though was that a man 
could support his family entirely by his own labor and we 
didn’ t need illegal aliens or a welfare state. 
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The national committee has called for another na-
tional convention to take place the first weekend of June, 
2006. This is very exciting for all of us here in Ohio. The 
convention will be hosted just outside of Cincinnati. The 
convention will be held at the Drawbridge Inn, just off In-
terstate 71/75 near the Cincinnati International Airport in 
Covington, KY. 
 

The Ohio AFP executive committee extends invi-
tation to AFP members from Ohio to come to the national 
convention and represent our state with pride. We have an 
opportunity to make our efforts and goals felt, to make a 
real difference with our party. All of our members have 
done a great job spreading the ideals that we espouse and 
should be justly rewarded by sharing your voice and direc-
tion at the national convention.  
 

Directions for the convention will be provided in 
the May issue of this newsletter. For more information 
about the convention, or to volunteer your efforts to ensure 
a successful convention, please contact J.C. Schwein-
grouber, P.O. Box 9847, Cincinnati, OH 45209; phone: 
(513) 699-3625; e-mail: jc@americafirstparty.org or 
grouber@yahoo.com and you will be provided with con-
tact information. Any help would be greatly appreciated. 
Again, let’s show our national members the hospitality of 
Ohio and make our mark on the future of the AFP. 
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The state platform committee will begin serious meet-

ings to begin putting together a proposed state platform for the 
America First Party of Ohio, to be submitted to the party mem-
bership for discussion and vote on different planks before final 
adoption. While a few may be working on preparing the propos-
als, to enable productive meetings, the state platform is a matter 
of serious concern for all party members. 
 

We are trying to encourage every party member to sub-
mit their ideas and proposals. Suggested or proposed plans for 
the state platform should address state and local (not national) 
issues. Issues about which AFPOH candidates who may be 
elected to state or local offices can actually do something about. 
Some national issues can be revised for state or local applica-
tion, eg., concern for “outsourcing”  or exporting jobs under 
NAFTA/CAFTA could be addressed by such measures as pro-
hibiting state and local government entities from doing business 
with companies which engage in such practices, as opposed to 
repeal of NAFTA/CAFTA, which only Congressmen and Sena-
tors can do. This is mentioned more as an example. 

 
If you are afraid you won’ t be able to articulate your proposal, 
just give the general overall idea or proposal, which can be 
worked into a plank proposal by the committee—one of the pur-
poses of the committee. 
 

We ask every AFPOH member to submit their state 
platform proposals to the AFPOH State Platform Committee 
Chairman, John W. Gerhardt, P.O. Box 713, Johnstown, OH 
43031. 
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We would like to extend an invitation for all AF-
POH members to share your thoughts and opinions with the 
rest of the party. Although we agree on many of the core 
principles that brought us together, we would like to ask that 
you share your thoughts and opinions with us. 

              
             There are many towns and cities in the great state of 
Ohio.  Those of us that write for the newsletter can’ t keep up 
with everything. Do you have a news story or a commentary 
you’d like to share?  Did we miss something? 
 

Write to us at the above address: JC Schwein-
grouber, P.O. Box 9847, Cincinnati, OH 45209 or email 
jc@americafirst party.org. 
 

Like all of us on the executive committee say: “We 
don’ t pay lip service.”   We will share your thoughts and 
ideas about the issues of the day, or your thoughts on where 
our party should focus its efforts. It is a team effort and you 
are the most vital part of our team. Thanks for sharing your 
thoughts! 
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            In the interests of keeping the newsletter con-
tinuing for regular mail, and with the need to pursue 
advertising for our party, we are now accepting dona-
tions. This is not a requirement but would be greatly 
appreciated. The annual dues are $50.00. However, if 
you cannot afford this then any donation would be 
helpful.  
 
Please make checks payable to: Amer ica First Par ty 

of Ohio and mail to: 

JC Schweingrouber, AFP 
P.O. Box 9847 

Cincinnati, OH 45209 
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The time has come for the recruitment of can-
didates for 2007 (local) and 2008 (local, state, con-
gress). We are one year until the 2007 primary and 
would like to prepare begin preparation for local cam-
paigns now. Most elected offices require age 18 and 
older and a residency of that area for at least one year. 
America First of Ohio can assist in setting up the 
campaign, the petition drive, fundraising plans, public 
relations, and understanding the vast campaign fi-
nance laws. Let the good times flow as we work to-
wards November! 


